
Giving Thanks to God

As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem,
he traveled through Samaria and Galilee.
As he was entering a village, ten lepers met him.
They stood at a distance from him and raised their voices, saying,
"Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!"
And when he saw them, he said,
"Go show yourselves to the priests."
As they were going they were cleansed.
And one of them, realizing he had been healed,
returned, glorifying God in a loud voice;
and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him.
He was a Samaritan.
Jesus said in reply,
"Ten were cleansed, were they not?
Where are the other nine?
Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?"
Then he said to him, "Stand up and go;
your faith has saved you."

Luke 17:11-19

Today's Gospel is about giving thanks - this is the Gospel passage we usually use on
Thanksgiving Day.

There is no simpler, more beautiful, more refreshing way of praying than simply to give thanks to
God. It helps to remember that we don't give thanks to God to flatter God. God doesn't need
flattery. It's more like a six year old giving his mother dandelions on Mother's Day. The child isn't
flattering her, cajoling her. The child simply recognizes especially on that day how much his
mother loves him, and how much he loves his mother. And, you know how a mother feels when
the child does that. Well, that's how God feels when we do it. You know how the child feels
when he does that. That's how we feel when, from our hearts, we give thanks to God.

We can give thanks to God for all sorts of things - sunshine, a cup of coffee, a roof over our
head when it's raining. But I'll tell you what happens when we thank God. We get in touch with
the deepest, most beautiful truths of our faith. When we say thanks we experience the
goodness of God. We realize more deeply that, because of God's gift, we exist. We have
existence, life. Not only that, but we realize that God takes us as his own daughter, his own son.
Not only that, but we realize that God has given us a life that survives death, a life that is
eternal, glorious, happy.



And, to look at the Greek again, as many of you know, the Greek word "eucharist" means
"thanksgiving." That's what we do at Eucharist.

We begin the Eucharistic Prayer: "The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks
and praise."

Indeed it is. It is right, and good, and beautiful, and refreshing to give God thanks and praise.
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